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For Immediate Release

Media Release 

Taiwan Bills Brisbane Symphonic Band as Guest Artists in International Festival

· The Brisbane Symphonic Band will represent Brisbane, Australia when it tours Taiwan between December 27 and January 4, 2003.  The Taiwan Government has invited and sponsored the band to be their guest artists at the 11th Chia-Yi International Band Festival (Taiwan).    

· Mr Alvin Fong, of Chia-Yi's Cultural Affairs Bureau (Taiwan) has scheduled the Brisbane Symphonic Band to perform three times in the festival.  Performances will take place in Chia-Yi's Cultural Plaza, City Park Stage and Concert Hall of the Chia-Yi Cultural Centre.  

· Chia-Yi's International Band Festival is an enormous event for the beautifully presented southern Taiwan city to host.  Mr Fong said, "The Chia-Yi International Band Festival will include sixty (60) concert bands and ten (10) marching bands from overseas and domestically".  He also said, Bands will be coming from Southeast Asia, Korea, China, Japan, and the USA".  Basing his calculations on past years' festivals, Mr Fong also said, "numbers of audiences are 1000 persons per concert".          

· The Brisbane Symphonic Band is extremely proud of its invitation to be the festival's guest artists and is aware that the group's performances will be compared to international guest artists from past festivals, which include The State Wind Orchestra of Kazakhstan, Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra (Japan), Empire Brass Quintet (USA), Alfred Reed (USA), and Frederick Fennel (USA) 

· The Brisbane Symphonic Band's Musical Director, Ms Brydie Bartleet said, “It is a great honour to be invited to Taiwan.  We are all excited about representing Brisbane, Queensland and showcasing repertoire by local Australian composers.  We are equally excited about bringing Taiwanese and Australian Culture together; especially as Taiwan plays a great part in our local Brisbane makeup”.     

· After the festival, the Brisbane Symphonic Band will perform with the Kaohsiung City Symphony Orchestra in a Western New Year’s Eve concert in the Kaohsiung City Cultural Centre.  Kaohsiung is Brisbane's Sister City in Taiwan.  Miss Chelsea Tsai, of the Kaohsiung City Symphony Orchestra said, "Ninety per cent (90%) of tickets for this event have already been sold.  That is one and a half thousand (1,500) seats filled".    

· Brisbane residents do not have worry about missing the Brisbane Symphonic Band's performances in Taiwan, as there will be two days of free performances in the Queen St and China Town Malls on November 16 and December 14.  Traditional dancers from the Taiwan Women's League of Queensland will also perform their Drum, Ribbon, and Fan Dances with the band in November - making for a colourful and culturally rich concert. 

· Performance times and venues:      

November Sat 16 - 12:00 / 13:00 / 14:00 Queen St Mall (Upper Stage)

December Sat 14 - 12:30 / 13:30 / 14:30 China Town Mall
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