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Media Release 

The Pride of Erin  

Real Irish Dancers, Choristers and Music to Celebrate Celtic Tradition  

· The Brisbane Symphonic Band will bring three other groups together to help present an afternoon of authentic Irish festivities at the Tivoli Theatre on Sunday 13 April, 2003.  Each group has close ties with Ireland and the concert will serve to celebrate their heritage, which has become an integral part of Australia's history.  Once again, the BSB will feature the works of its resident composer Cathy Ferguson, whose ancestry is steeped in Celtic tradition.      

· The concert will showcase the flexibility of the 45 piece symphonic band: performing works that range from quick, nimble jigs to the luscious harmonies of more traditional Irish pieces.  Cathy Ferguson, now a published composer with RATMUSE Australia, will be honoured with the premiere of her piece 'A night in Shanahan's Inn'. 

· Cathy's compositions have distinctly Irish and Scottish themes.  Cathy said, "My ancestry is Irish and Scottish and I love the folk music from these nations.  Irish and Scottish folk music also played an important role in early Australian folk music".  Cathy's first piece was designed to be played at a St Patrick's Day concert and comprised a collection of Irish jigs.  Cathy's first compositions were written for full orchestra, but currently she is concentrating on composing for symphonic band.
· Conducted by Julia Crombie, Celtic Connection will also warm the hearts of the audience with their renditions of Irish songs.   Spokeswoman for the ensemble, Maureen O'Reilly, said that  "We are a thirty (30) piece choir made up of dedicated members who all share a love of singing and an avid interest in upholding our Celtic heritage.  We perform a diverse range of folk music and choral music from the Celtic countries of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall and the Isle of Man.  We are gradually building a repertoire of songs that are sung in the mother tongue".  Celtic Connection has performed in Brisbane's Riverfest, the Welsh Nosonlawen, St Patrick's Day celebrations, and for new Australians at Brisbane Citizenship Ceremonies.

· Scoil Ard Rince (Horgan Peirce School Of Irish Dancing) will provide a veritable feast of Irish colour and movement when a troupe of dancers hit the stage.  They will perform with the Brisbane Symphonic Band and the Brisbane quartet Noteworthy.  Breeda Peirce (Irish born owner and teacher of this school) can easily recount the number of successful tours and competitions her Redcliffe based school has participated in. She said, " 2002 saw 11 of my dancers win State Championship events and 29 of the 31 dancers competing at State level, qualified for the Nationals".  Breeda was proud to add that, "my dancers reached the top three places in five events and we had a number of dancers in the top ten places".  One of Scoil Ard Rince's past students, Sean O'Brien has since joined the Riverdance troupe and is currently touring Australia. 

· This afternoon of Irish music, songs and dance will be compered by Derek O'Malley: secretary of the Irish Club of Queensland and will finish with a big Irish sing-a-long.   

· The Pride of Erin is proudly supported by RATMUSE, Radio 4BC, The Tivoli Theatre, and the Irish Club of Queensland.

Concert Details

Date:
Sunday 13 April, 2003

Time:
2:00 - 4:00pm 

Venue:
Tivoli Theatre - Costin St Fortitude Valley -RNA parking

Tickets:
Adults  $15  &  Concessions $10 each 

Bookings:
RATMUSE Qld  3357 3077 or  0413 223977 

For further Information Contact

Emma Di Muzio (Marketing Manager - Brisbane Symphonic Band)

0413 223977 or marketing-manager@brisbanesymphonicband.com


