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15 September 2003

For Immediate Release

Media Release 

Simon Paxton Leads BSB Swing!  

· Simon Paxton, a Brisbane based music instructor, was recently appointed as leader of BSB Swing! (the Brisbane Symphonic Band's Swing Band).

· As this band's schedule is extremely busy, Simon has had to 'hit the ground running' and has already rehearsed and led BSB Swing! at five (5) performances in five (5) weeks!  However, the responsibility and heavy time commitments have not overwhelmed Simon.  He is used to conducting and leading a range of musical ensembles at secondary schools in Australia and the UK.  

· Of his appointment as leader of BSB Swing! Simon says, ‘I love jazz, I love directing stage bands, and I thought this was a great opportunity to work with adults instead of school students’.   

· Simon, Melbourne born and educated, is currently the Cultural Coordinator at St Mary's College in Ipswich, where he directs and administers the school's ensemble program.  In 2001 and 2002, Simon held the role of Head of Music at Durrington High School in Worthing (England).  Prior to leaving Australia, Simon had been Director of Bands at the Marist Brothers College in Ashgrove (Brisbane) for seven (7) years.  Under his direction, the school's Stage and Concert Bands won a multitude of awards at 'A' grade level over a number of years.        

· Simon aims to introduce a range of new repertoire to the musicians of BSB Swing!  He says, ‘It is important to keep the musicians challenged with exciting new repertoire’.  He is also working towards performing at a variety of jazz events around south east Queensland, including the 2004 Noosa Jazz festival.  Simon is keen to ‘further develop the Band’s reputation within the wider community’.      
· Besides his experience in practical music and conducting, Simon has also held administrative positions in the field of music.  One such position was that of State President of the Australian Band and Orchestra Directors' Association (ABODA) where he planned and co-ordinated a four-day national conference which included clinics led by both international and Australian musicians, composers, and conductors.                          
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