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For Immediate Release


Media Release 

The Bear to sing with Brisbane Big Bands   

· Ian Maurice 'The Bear', will lend a helping hand to four of Brisbane's best community big bands when he sings with them and stars at their dance concert SwingTime! on Saturday night the first (1st ) of November.  Ian, who is currently celebrating his move to Brisbane Radio 4BC's afternoon talk show from late , is a seasoned entertainer and jazz singer.  He was a regular performer on the long running Midday Show and still appears regularly on Bert Newton’s Good Morning Australia on Channel Ten.  He has appeared live in many and varied venues around Australia and was chosen to open for multi Grammy award winner Al Jarreau on the singer’s shows in Melbourne and the Gold Coast.

· Ian Maurice is one of Australia’s most experienced and respected radio and television entertainers. His smiling face has been seen on all three commercial TV networks, but is known mainly as the happy, jovial presenter in shows such as The Today Show, Wide World of Sports, Sports Sunday and the evening news.  Ian says, his 'first musical love is jazz' and at every opportunity he is 'up in front of a small group or a big band churning out the standards and the more contemporary musical numbers'.  He performs numbers from Ellington to Sinatra and Jobim to Jarreau; putting his own unique stamp on the music he loves.

· Besides singing with all of the Brisbane Big Bands at Swing Time!, Ian Maurice is likely to keep the audience amused and entertained with his own unique brand of humour. Swing Time! is set to have an audience of 500, but Ian says he enjoys performing to both small and large numbers and he is, 'equally at home in more intimate jazzy atmosphere as he is in a cabaret environment; usually in clubs '. 

· Swing Time! will see BSB Swing!, Brisbane All Star Youth Big Band, New Groove Jazz Ensemble, and the full 50 piece Brisbane Symphonic Band perform in a dance concert reminiscent of live Big Band dances in the 1940s and 50s.  Jill's Jive swing dancers will also feature in the event that will fill the Walter Burnett Auditorium at the RNA with music, dance , food and a big party atmosphere. 

· BSB Swing! and the Brisbane Symphonic Band toured Taiwan at the beginning of 2003.  Both ensembles built a devoted fan club whilst they travelled from one end of the tiny island to the other.  At home in Brisbane, Australia, BSB Swing! performs its special style of jazz for weddings, community festivals, and corporate functions.  This band’s schedule is hectic with at least another half a dozen performances to give before Christmas 2003. BSB Swing! is led by Simon Paxton.     
· The Brisbane All Star Youth Big Band was formed in 2001 and is comprised of Brisbane’s ‘best of the best’ young musicians selected from the city’s Schools & Universities.  This band has performed throughout Queensland, Australia and Canada and the USA.  Under the guidance of Musical Director and Brisbane musician, Neill Thacker, the band plays a blend of traditional and contemporary swing and big band material.  The band launched its first CD earlier this month at Brisbane’s Jazz Club.  

· The New Groove Jazz Ensemble, led by Roger Carter, is a regular performer of jazz favourites for the city of Redcliffe.  

· SWING TIME! is proudly supported by Launchpad Multimedia, Spotless Functions, and Radio 4BC.  

Concert Details

Date:
Saturday 1st of November, 2003

Time:
7:00 - 11:30pm 

Venue:
Walter Burnett Auditorium, RNA (Ekka) Showgrounds 

Tickets:
$25 each or a table of 10 for $200 

Food and Drinks:
Fully licensed event with hot and cold food on sale.

Parking:
Free at the RNA (off Gregory Tce)

Bookings:
3395 7798 or  0413 223977 

For further Information Contact

Emma Di Muzio (Marketing Manager - Brisbane Symphonic Band)

0413 223977 or marketing-manager@brisbanesymphonicband.com


