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For Immediate Release


Media Release 

Arts Queensland Supports Brisbane Symphonic Band’s Taiwan Tour 
· The Brisbane Symphonic Band (BSB) has just been granted $4,999 in State Government funding to aid in its preparations for its second international tour to Taiwan.  The BSB is one of only nine organisations to receive funding in this round.     

· This financial support, from the State Government’s program, will allow the BSB (a community band) to work at a higher level of musical performance and further develop their international audience.  Of the State Government’s program, Anna Bligh, Minister for the Arts, says it “helps artists with a project, upgrade their skills, reach new audiences and bring local communities together".

· The BSB will host Didjeridu Artist, William Barton, on their tour.  With the help of Sean O’Boyle (Brisbane based contemporary Australian composer), the band and William Barton will take the unique sounds of Indigenous Australian music to thousands of other musicians and audience members from around the world at the 13th International Band Festival in Chia-Yi, Taiwan (26 December 2004 – 3 January, 2005).   The BSB will premiere the symphonic band version of Sean O’Boyle’s Concerto for Didgeridoo whilst in Taiwan.  The 40 piece BSB, Sean, William and Simon Paxton (BSB Musical Director) will be the sole Australian representatives at the Taiwanese Festival.   
· The Band will also perform in Brisbane’s sister city Kaohsiung, and in Taipei’s Da-An Park.  Just like last time, Chia-Yi Festival organisers have guaranteed the BSB of audiences in excess of 1000 people at every performance.  In Taipei, the concert is billed as Australia’s gift to the city and in 2003, the Da-An Park audience exceeded 4000 people.                    
· The Brisbane Symphonic Band would like to thank the State Government and the Arts Queensland Small Grants Program for supporting its international ventures and allowing the band to grow both musically and culturally.
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