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Media Release 

Ipswich Music Teacher works with Australian Artists to tour Taiwan
· Simon Paxton, the Brisbane Symphonic Band’s Musical Director, will leave Brisbane on the day after Christmas to tour Taiwan with 40 other talented Australians.  Simon, who is currently the Co-ordinator of Classroom and Instrumental Music at St Mary’s College Ipswich, is collaborating with outstanding Australian talent such as Sean O’Boyle (Australian Composer and Conductor) and William Barton (Didjeridu Artist) so as to represent Australia at the International Band Festival in Chia-Yi (Taiwan).  The band (BSB), Sean, William and Simon will be the sole Australian representatives at the Taiwanese Festival.   
· The BSB’s performance schedule is extremely busy and Simon will be conducting five major performances in five days.  The first three performances will be for Chia-Yi’s 13th International Band Festival where the BSB has been invited, for the second time since 2002, to be international guest artists.  The Band will also perform in Brisbane’s sister city Kaohsiung, and in Taipei’s Da-An Park.  
· Simon says, ‘I am very excited to be a part of the Brisbane Symphonic Band’s tour to Taiwan this year.  The tour offers our members a fantastic opportunity to further develop as musicians, hear and learn from bands from around the world and promote the BSB internationally.  We will represent Australia with pride and present a varied program of music which will feature works by many well-known Australian composers including our composer in residence – Cathy Ferguson, and our special guest composer and conductor – Sean O’Boyle (of recent Energex Brisbane Festival fame)’.  

· This year, the BSB has a thrill for Taiwanese audiences.  William Barton, Brisbane based didjeridu artist, will perform with the BSB at major concerts in every city on the tour.  Simon says, ‘The Brisbane Symphonic Band has developed a reputation for innovation.  The forthcoming second tour to Taiwan demonstrates the BSB’s commitment to new and progressive musical projects.  Other bands in Queensland are now looking to emulate our international success‘.

· Just like last time, Chia-Yi Festival organisers have guaranteed the BSB of audiences in excess of 1000 people at every performance.  In Taipei, the concert is billed as Australia’s gift to the city and in 2003, the Da-An Park audience exceeded 4000 people.                    
· Besides his music teaching experience, Simon has a strong background in performance and conducting.  He has performed in ensembles and pit orchestras including the Grainger Wind Symphony, Balwyn Youth Concert Band, Heidelberg Youth Orchestra (Australia), and Northbrook College Community Band (England).  After studying with conductor Roland Yeung, Simon has conducted groups such as the Melbourne University Pops Orchestra, Ensemble Classique, a theatre orchestra for the Monash University Musical Company, and the Brisbane Symphonic Band.   Simon has prepared and conducted ensembles on various Australian tours where he has achieved very high musical standards.  He has also conducted ensembles at competitions, festivals, balls, and jazz festivals, where he has worked with renowned Australian trumpeter James Morrison. 
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